USS Virginia Base
Meeting Minutes for the Month of September 2026 
On 09/11/2026

· The meeting was held at Anna's Restaurant & Pizzeria
· Due to our low in-person attendance, Anna’s has us ordering off the menu 
· 9 members and 3 guests were present 2 members on Zoom. 
· Sandra Anderson won the 50/50 raffle and received $35.00, the Base received $35.00.
· The Ladies were excused.
· Base Commander John Williams called the meeting to order with the traditional sounding of two blasts from the Diving Alarm and a good hearty "DIVE, DIVE" from all of those in attendance.  
· Base Commander offered the invocation.
· The opening ceremony was led by Base Commander John Williams, 
· Pledge of Allegiance 
· Reading of the USSVI Creed
· Tolling of the Lost Boats for August
· 5 Boats lost with the loss of 262 Souls
· USS S-5 (SS-110)           09/01/1920	     No loss of life
· USS Grayling (SS-209)   09/09/1943	     All hands 76 crewmen
· USS Pompano (SS-181) ~09/25/1943    All hands 77 crewmen
· USS S-51 (SS-162)           09/25/1925    Loss of 33 crewmen
· USS Cisco (SS-290)          09/28/1943    All hands 76 crewmen
· God Bless the USA by Texas Tenors.
· September Birthdays – Jim Lencalis. Mickey Looses.
· Al Stafford asked about the status of Doug Blaha. Base Commander John Williams stated that he had not heard from Doug would try and find out how he is doing. 
· Chris Knaggs read the treasures report About $2312.00. Chris also talked about the Virginia War Memorial ceremonies held for the 9-11 victims.	
· Rec Standberry stated that he will have Shoe Boxes for Samaritan’s Purse Project that he and his wife support for their church at the Picnic.  
· John Williams stated that the annual picnic will be at Al’s house on October 10, 2026. The estimated cost would be around $620.00 an increase of about $15.00 from last year. In addition, John Williams asked all members to let him know by October 1st if they were attending.
· New member Robert Fellows was introduced to all members present. Robert gave a brief bio of his naval service to all members. Robert qualified on the Clamagore in 1967.  
· All members present introduced themselves to Robert by stating their name a brief history of their service.
· John Williams read the Submariner Benediction after which a motion was made to adjourn, motion seconded and approved. 
· A traditional sounding of three blasts from the Diving Alarm and a joyful “SURFACE, SURFACE, SURFACE” from all in attendance.
· The meeting was adjourned at approximately 14:00.

